
NEW ~ E ..c~ LAN D.

ANNO VICESIMO PRIMO ET VICESIMO SEUUliDO

V leT 0 R I.IE REG I N .lE.
No. 25.

AN ALYSIS:

Title. 15. Act not to abridge powers of Provincial
L Superintendents to appoint Gaolers. Councils to make laws for management
2. Gaolers to have charge of Gaols. of Gaols.
3. Gaolers liable for escapes to an action of 6. Powers given to Sheriffs under Prisons Or-

damages and not of debt. I dinanee to cease and the power under
4. Persons to be deemed in custody of Gaolers· section 20 to be exercised by Gaoler.

when delivered at Gaol and the liability 7. Short Title.
of Sheriff and others to cease then.

AN Acrr to amend the law relatillg to the
appointment 'of Gaolers alld the CtlS

tody of Imprisoned Debtors and
Criminals. [3rd J~~ly, 1858J

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of Ne,v Zealand in
Parliament assembled, and by the authorityofthe same, as follows:

I. It shall be lawful for the Superintendent of every Province
'Of New Zealand to appoint a Gaoler for every Public Gaol within
such Province, who shall hold Office during the pleasure of the
Superintendent.

II. Every Gaoler shall have the charge and superintendence
of the Gaol for which he is appointed, and the Custody of all
Debtors and Crinlinals imprisoned within the same, and he shall
be liable to answer for the escape of any CriIninal or Debtor
from his Custody, whenever such escape shall happen by or
through his wilful neglect and default, but not otherwise.

Title.

Superintendents to
appoint Gaoleri.

Gaolers to h:p"c
charge of Gaols.
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Gaolers liable f~r es- III. If any Debtor in execution shall escape out of Legal Cus-
capes to an actIOn of t d tl GIll· h C d f 1 D bDamages and not of 0 y, le ao er or ot tel' person lavIng t e usto y 0 sue 1 e tor
Debt. shall be liable to an action for Danlages sustained by the person

or persons at whose suit such Debtor was imprisoned and shall
not be liable to an action of Debt in consequence of such escape.

I'ersons to be deemed IV. Every Debtor and Crinlinal shall be deenled to be in the
111 custody of Gaolers - .' .
when delivered at Legal Custody of the Gaoler as soon as he shall be delIvered
Gao,l an,d ,the liability within the door of any Gaol to the Gaoler, or some other person
of Shenfl and others 1 . . d f· .
tho-n to cease. elnp oyed under 111m In the Custo y 0 PrIsoners In such Gaol, and

the liability of the Sheriff or other person delivering such CriIninal
or Debtor shall cease on such delivery as aforesaid.

Act not to abr~dge V. Provided always that nothing in this Act contained shallpowers of PrOVIllClal ,
Councils to make be deenled or construed to take away or abridge the powers of
la~vs for management any Superintendent and Provincial Council to Inake laws for theof Gaols.

regulation and nlanagement of any Gaol within such PTovince.

Powers given to Sher- VI. And whereas by an Ordinance pass,ed by the Lieutenant-
ifls under Prisons 01'- G d L . 1· C ·1 f N Z 1 d S .dinance to cease and overnor an egIS atIve aunm o. ew ea an, eSSIon 7,
the power under sec- No.7, intituled "An Ordinance for the Regulation of Prisons"
tion 20 to be exercised· . 1 Sh ·ff f D·· b 1 10'hby Gaoler. certaIn powers are gIven to t 1e erl 0 any Istnct y t 1e t

and 20th Sections thereof and it is expedient that Sheriffs should
cease to exercise such powers. Be it therefore enacted that hence
forth it shall not be lawful for any Sheriff to exercise any of the
said powers and that the powers conferred on the Sheriff by the
said 20th Section nlay be exercised by the Gaoler having charge
of any Gaol or Gaols.

Short Title. VII. The Short Title pf this Act shall be, H The Gaolers'
Act, 1858."


