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1923, No. 14.

AN ACT to amend the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act, 1915. Title.

[29th August, 1923.
BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parlia'­

ment assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. This Act rnay be cited as the J)ischarged Soldiers Settlenlent Short Title.

Amendment Act, 1923, and shall be read together with and deerned
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part of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Act, 1915 (hereinafter
referred to' as the principal Act).

PART 1.
SPECIAL PROVISIONS IN RELIEF OF DISCHARGED SOLDIER SE'rTLERS.

2. (1.) For the pnrposes of this Part of this Act the Governor­
General rnay establish a Board to be called the Discharged Soldiers
Dominion Revaluation Board (hereinafter in'this rart referred to as
the Dominion Board).

(2.) The Dominion Board shall consist of the Under-Secretary
of the Department of IJands and Survey, who shall be the Chairrnan
of the Board, and three other members who shall hold office during
the pleasure of the Governor-General.

(3.) r_rhe powers of the Dorninion Board shall not be affected by
any vacancy in the membership thereof.

(4.) At any meeting of the Board three members shall form a
quorum, and no business shall be transacted at any rneeting unless
a quorum is present.

(5.) Every question before the Board shall be determined by
a majority of the votes of the mernbers present at a meeting of
the Board. On every such question the Chairman shall have a
deliberative vote, and in the case of an equality of votes shall also
have a casting-vote~

3. (1.) For the purpose of more effectively carrying out the
objects of this Part of this Act and of assisting in and expediting
the work of revaluation the Minister of Lands may,9n the recom­
rnendation of the Dominion Board, appoint such number of local
comrnittees to be District Revaluation Committees (hereinafter
referred to as District Comrnittees) as may be considered necessary.

(2.) Every District Comrnittee shall consist of three persons, of
whom at least two shall have reputed knowledge of local land-values
and of fanning generally, and shall be appointed to exercise its
functions for a particular land district or for a defined portion of any
such district.

(3.) Every member of a District Cornmittee shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Minister of Lands.

4. No person who is carrying on business as a land agent either
by himself or jointly with any other person shall be qualified to be
appointed as a member of the Dominion Board or of any District
Committee established under this Part of this Act.

5. Members of the Dorninion Board and of any District Corn­
rnittee, not being officers of the Public Service, may be paid such
rernuneration by way of salary and allowances as may from time to
tirne be approved by the Minister of Lands, out of moneys appro­
priated by Parliarnent for the purpose.

Applications for Reduction of Rent.
6. Any discharged soldier within the meaning of the principal

Act, being the lessee or licensee of any Crown land or other land
administered by a Land Board and used for farming purposes or
other purposes of production, whether such land has been disposed



14 GEO. V.] Discharged Soldiers Settlement Amendment. [1923, No. 14. 33

Dominion Board to
determine
valuations.

Applications for
revaluation to be
made in first place
to District
Committee.

of under the principal Act or any other Act, may, at any time within
six months after the pas'sing of this Act, apply in the manner
provided by this Part of this Act for a revaluation of the land
comprised in his lease or license.

7. (1.) Every application under the last preceding section shall
be in the prescribed form, and shall be made in the first instance to
the appropriate District Oommittee.

(2.) On receipt of any such application the District Cornmittee
shall forth with proceed to consider the same, and for" that purpose
shall hear evidence, and in particular shall value the said land,
showing separately the value of improvements and the capital value
of the land exclusive of stich improvernellts.

(3.) The District Oommittee shall so soon as practicable forward
to the Dominion Board-

(a.) Its valuation of the improvements and of the land exclusive
of improvements; and

(b.) Its report upon such other matters relevant to the application
as it thinks fit or as the Dominion Board may require.

8. (1.) On receipt of any such valuation and report relating to
any land in respect of which an application for revaluation has been
made under this Part of this Act the Dominion Board shall forthwith
proceed to determine the value of improvements effected or paid for,
by the lessee or licensee, and the value of the land exclusive of those
inlprovements.

(2.) Where the rent payable under the lease or license ~as been
based on the original capital value of the land comprised therein,
then if the value of the land as so determined, exclusive of the value
of the improvernents effected or paid for by the lessee or licensee as
aforesaid, is less than such original capital value, the rent payable
under the lease or license sh'all be proportionately reduced as from
the first day of July, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, or the date
of the lease or license (whichever date is the later).

(3.) Where the rent payable under the lease or license has been
fixed otherwise than on the original capital value of the land com­
prised therein, the Dominion Board shall, jf in its opinion the rent is
excessive, reduce the rent to snchanlount as it thinks just, and such
reduction shall take effect as from the first day of July, nineteen
hundred and twenty-one, or the date of the lease or license (which­
ever date is the later).

(4.) Every determination of the Dominion Board und~r.,.this
section with reference to an application for revaluation and the
reduction of rent shall forthwith be cornnlunicated to the applicant.

Applications for Reduction of Mortgages.
9. (1.) This section shall apply with respect to land used for Provision for relief

farming purposes or other purposes of production by the own ers or c~:~.tgagors to the

thereof to whom advances, secured on that land by way of
to His Majesty, have been made under paragraph (a) or'
(b) or paragraph (d) of section two of the Discharged

Settlement Arnendrnent Act, 1917.
The owner or occupier of' any land to which this section

may, at any time within six months after the passing of this
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Act, apply, in the manner provided by tp.is Part of this Act, for a
valuation of that land, with a view to the reduction pursuant to this
section of the amount of any mortgage securing to His Majesty any
advances made under the authority referred to in the last preceding
subsection.

(3.') Every application under this section shall be in the pre­
scribed form, and shall be made in the first instance to the
appropriate District Committee.

(4.) On receipt of any such application the District Committee
shall forthwith proceed to consider the same, and for that purpose
shall hear such evidence as it thinks fit, and in particular shall
value the said land, showing separately the value of improvements
and the capital value of the land exclusive of such improvements.

(5.) The District Cornmittee shall so soon as practicable forward
to the Dominion Board-

(a.) Its valuation of the improvements and of the land exclusive
of improvements; and

(b.) Its report upon such matters relevant to the application as
it thinks fit or as the Dominion Board may require.

(6.) On receipt of any such valuation and report the Dominion
Board shall forthwith proceed to determine by what amount (if any)~

having regard to such valuation and report, the debt secured by way
of mortgage to His Majesty should be reduced, and every such debt
shall be reduced accordingly, and such reduction shall take effect as
frorn the first day of July, nineteen hundred and twenty-one, or the
date of the advance (whichever date is the later).

(7.) Where, pursuant to this section, the amount of any mortgage
repayable by instalments has been reduced, the term of such mort­
gage may be reduced, or may be extended for a period not exceeding
thirty-six and one-half years from the date when the reduction takes
effect, or, in the alternative, the instalments of principal and interest
for the balance of the original term shall be in accordance with a table
for the payment of principal and interest prescribed for the purpose.

(8.) Every determination by the Dominion Board under this
section shall forthwith be communicated to the applicant.

10. (1.) Where application under the last preceding section is
made by any person in respect of land subject to any mortgage in
addition to the rllortgage securing the debt to His Ma:jesty, the
Dominion Board may enter into negotiations with any mortgagee
for the reduction or discharge of his mortgage, and may agree
to purchase, on behalf of His Majesty, the interest of any such
mortgagee for such amount as may be mutually agreed on. Unless
expressly authorized so to do by the Minister of Lands and the
Minister of Finance, the Dorninion Board shall not reduce the
alnount of the mortgage to His Majesty unless and until all other
mortgages have been discharged.

(2.) Any moneys payable in respect of the purchase of any
mortgage under this· section may be paid lout of the Discharged
Soldiers Settlement Account without further appropriation than this
section; or the Minister of Finance may, subject to the consent of
the mortgagee, issue debentures charged upon the public revenues
of New Zealand for the arnount of the purchase-money, or for any
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portion thereof, for such term and bearing interest at such rate,
not exceeding five per centum per annum, as he thinks fit.

(3.) Where pursuant to this section the interest of all mortgagees
other than His Maj esty has been acquired by the Orown, it shall
thereafter be unlawful for the owner to further rnortgage or otherwise
encunlber his interest in· the land save with the consent of the
Minister of Lands, and every such mortgage or other encumbrance
executed in contravention of this section shall be absolutely null and
void as a charge upon the land: .

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall be so construed
as to deprive any person of any right of action to recover as a debt
any moneys purporting to be secured by any such mortgage.

Relief with respect to Arrears of Rent, Interest, cPc.
11. (1.) The Minister may, on the recomrnendation of the Provision for

DOnlinion Board and subJ' ect to such conditions as he thinks fit pos~po.nement or
, ..'remISSIOn of arrears

postpone the payment of any rent or Interest or Instalment of of rent or interest,

principal or purchase-rnoney due before the passing of this Act and &c.

payable to the Orown by a discharged soldier in respect of any land
owned or occupied by him for farming purposes or other purposes
of production, or may remit wholly or in part any such rent or'
interest. No such postponement of rent or interest shall be for a
longer term than ten years. On the sale or other disposition of his
interest in any such land before the expiry of the period for which
any rent or interest has been postponed as aforesaid such rent or
interest shall become immediately due and payable.

(2.) If any rent or interest the payment of which is post­
poned as a,foresaid is paid within the extended period the person
by whom the same is paid shall be entitled to the same rebate
(if any) as jf such rent or interest had been paid on the due date.

(3.) Any such rent, interest, or instalment of purchase-money
or principal the payment of which is postponed as hereinbefore
provided shall not be deemed to be payrnents in arrear for the
purpose of determining whether t-tny person is entitled to any rebate
of interest or rent on account of punctual payment.

Miscellaneous~

12. (1.) In any case where a discharged soldier is the lessee of Modification of

. land to which section fifty-seven of the Land for Settlements Act section 57 of the
. . . . ' Land for Settlements

1908, applIes, the MInIster of Lands may extend the term allowed Act, 1908, in respeot

by that section for the payment of the, va.lue of any buildings dO~ lahnd hedJd b1
y
d ·ISO a.rge so ler.

thereon, but so that the exte~ned term shall not in any case exceed
thirty-six and one-half years. ADD h8l'eto lU3F:e:R TO IN9m" APPeNDPll

(2.) The provisions of the 'ast preceding subsection shall apply
with respect to land acquired by a discharged soldier before or after
the passing of this Act.

13. The foregoing provisions of this Part of this Act, in so far ~xtension of provi­

as they apply to or affect discharged soldiers within the meaning of ~~~~:rt~h~~rsons
the principal Act, shall in like manner and to the same extent apply discharged s.oldiers)

t d .Cf! t th th d' h dId" h . who are entItled too ~n allec an:y person, 0 er ' ,an a. I~C arge so Ier, w O. IS acquire land and

entItled to acquIre land under the prInCIpal Act and to reCeIve rec~iveadva~ce~
advances in respeot thereof. J ~~t er the prmolpal

3*
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Section 15 of Land I 14. "The provisions of section fifteen of tl1,;~""r;~nd Laws Aruend­
Laws Amendm~nt .... rnent Act 1915 (rnaking provision for t"l~re~ruati"on of rural land inAct, 1915 (relatmg ~ . " ". "..'Y .,

to reval~ations), &certaIn cases), shall have no applIcatIon 0 any land to whwh thIS
not applicable to -: P t f the A t l' "h 1 l' t" f th tlands to w.hich this.. ar.o IS 0. app.leS, w et le~.an pp lca Ion In respect 0 a
Part of thIS Act ~ land IS rnade under thIS Part of th Act or not
applies. OS • • • '.. •
District Land ~ ,15. The DIstrwt Land RegIstrar, on receIpt of a certIficate
Registrar to alter signed by a Comrnissioner of Crown Lands, setting forth particulars
titles, &0., so as to t d t" d t thO P t "f thO At' threcord alterations as 0 any re uc Ion rna e pursnan to . IS ar 0 . IS 0. In e' ;
effected b~ this capital value of. any land, or in the rental" payable under any lease or
Part of thIS Act. I' . th t f' t ' t th t ° fwense, or In e amoun 0 any mor gage, or as 0 e ex enSIon 0

any term, or as to any other rnatter arising out of this Part of this
Act, shall endorse a memorial of such certificate on the registered'
copy of the lease or license, or certificate of title, or mortgage, or
other document, as the case may require.

Regulations.

Annual report.
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from mortga,gor.
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1921-22 (preventing
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limited.

Regulations and Reports.

16. In addition to the power to make regulations conferred on
him by the principal Act the Governor-General may frorn time to
tirne, by Order in Council, make regulations prescribing forms of
applications, valuations, and certificates under this Part of this Act,
and generally for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of
this Part of this Act.

17. rl'he annual report to be prepared pursuant t.o section four­
teen of the principal Act shall contain particulars as to the operation
of this Part of this Act.

PART II.

GENERAL.

IS. (1.) In any case where His Majesty becomes entitled
(whether before or after the passing of this Act) to exercise the
power of sale contained or implied in any rnortgage securing moneys ,itt

advanced under section six of the principal Act, or under section two
of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Amendment Act, 1917, then,
in lieu of the exercise of 8uch power, it shall be lawful for :His
Majesty to accept a surrender or transfer of the rnortgaged property,
and, where the property has become vested in the Official Assignee
in Bankruptcy, the Official Assignee shall have power to execute any
such transfer or surrender.

(2.) All property surrendered or transferred as aforesaid shall be
deemed to have been acquired by I-lis Majesty by virtue of a right
conferred on hirn as rnortgagee within the meaning of section three
of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Amendment Act, 1921-22.

19. Section three of the Disc.h~rged Soldiers Settlernent
Amendrnent Act, 1921-22, is hereby amended by adding the
following proviso :-

"Provided that the several interests so possessed by His
Majesty in any land may be merged by means of a 'declaration to
that effect made by the Cornmissioner of Crown Lands, and registered

.,
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in the Deeds Registry Office, or noted on the certificate of title or Special provisions
other instrurnent of title, as the case may require." as to disposal by

20 (1) Wh I d . ' d' I l' . way of lease or. . . ere any an comprIse In a ease or Icense IS lioense of lands to
acquired by His Maiesty as mortgagee in the manner referred to in which ~he last.. . ~.. preoedll1g seot.lOD
sectIon two of the })Ischarged SoldIers Settlenlent Amendment Act, relates.
1921-22, and the interests of His Majesty are thereafter merged as
provided in section three of that Act as arnended by the last preceding
section, and the land is thereafter disposed of by way of lease or
license, the rent payable under that lease or license shall not in any
case be less than five per centum of the value of the land determined
as hereinafter provided.

(2.) In any such case the value of the land shall, unless in any
case the Minister otherwise determines, be deerned to be not less
than the original capital value, together with the arnount of any
advances, with the interest tl].ereon, nlade under the principal Act
and outstanding at the date of acquisition by His Majesty as
mortgagee.

(3.) Notwithsta,nding anything to the contrary in any Act, and
save as provided in the next succeeding subsection, there shall froIn'
time to tirne be deducted frOID the revenues derived frorn ,any lease
or license as aforesaid and paid into the Discharged Soldiers Settle­
ment Account such arnount as rnay he required to recoup to that
account the alTIOunt added to the original capital value as provided
in the last preceding subsection, together with interest thereon at
the rate of five per centum per annurn.- rrhe paYlnents to the
Discharged Soldiers Settlelnent Account lnade pursnant to this
section shall extend over such period, not exceeding thirty-six and
one-half years, as Inay be prescribed. ,

(4.) Where the lands comprised in any such lease or license as
aforesaid were originally acquired by the Crown out of moneys
provided fronl the Land for Settlements Account, or the Native Land
Settlement Account, or were part of the Oheviot Estate, the arnount
at any tirne required to recoup the Discharged Soldiers Settlement
Account as provided in the last preceding subsection may, without
further appropriatiolfaiP~a.~,hi~onAQ~vI\~_J>aid out of the Land for
Settlements Account, the ;f'~atIve Lana: ~BettlernentAccount, -e-r"-1ihe
~iet-.~at@-A.'H;,QU~t,. ds the case Inay require.

(5.) If any lessee or licensee of land to which this section relates
at any tirne acquires the fee-simple thereof pursuant to any lawful
authority, there rnay, without further appropriation than this section,
be l'orthwith paid into the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Account,
out of the moneys paid by the lessee or licensee in respect of the

.purchase, such amount as may he required to recoup the Discharged
Soldiers Settlement Account.

(6.) ,Where pursuant to any lawful authority any lessee or
licensee of land to which this section relates is entitled to receive
a rebate. of rent in respect of punctual pa,yment, the rebate shall
be apportioned between the Discharged Soldiers Settlernent Account
and the account to which the net revenues are payable, and the
amount payable to the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Account
by way of interest in respect of outstanding adva,nces shall be reduced
accordingly.
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21. (1.) Where the interests of His Majesty, in any land com­
prised in a lease or license are merged as' referred to in the last
preceding section, that land may, in addition to any other rnode of
disposition authorized by the Land Act, 1908, or any other Act, be
disposed of by way of sale on deferred paYlnents.

(2.) In any such case the purchaser shall pay a deposit of
such amount as may be fixed by the Minister, and the balance
shall be payable by half-yearly instahnents consisting partly of
purchase-money and partly of interest, and extending over a period
not exceeding thirty-six and a half years.

(3.) rfhe unpaid purchase-money shall bear interest at the rate
of five per centum per annum where the purchaser is a person
competent to acquire land under the principal Act or competent
to receive an advance under section two of the Discharged Soldiers
Settlement Amendment Act, 1917, and five and a half per centurn
per annum in every other case:

Provided that where the purchaser (not being in arrears with
any previous instalment or other payment) pays the instalment on or
before its due date or not later than the fourteenth day thereafter,
he shall be, entitled to a rebate of one-tenth of so much thereof as
consists of interest. Such rebate may be deducted and retained by
the purchaser from the arnount of the instalment when making a
payment.

(4.) The Governor-General may from tirneto tirne, by Order
in Council, rnake regulations prescribing tables for the payn1ent of
instalments of purchase-money and interest under this section.

22. Section four of the Discharged Soldiers Settlenlent Arnend­
rnent Act, 1921-22, is hereby arnended, as fronl the passing of that
Act, by adding the following as subsections two and three thereof:-

"(~.) No land disposed of pursuant tothis section by w~\'y of sale
shall be deenled to be subject to Part XIII of the Land Act, 1908,
unless it was so subject at the tirne of its acquisition by His
Majesty.

" (3.) A certificate under the hand of the Cornmissioner of
Crown Lands that any land referred to therein is exempt frorn the
application of Part XIII of the I.Jand Act, 1908, by virtue of the
operation of this section shall be conclusive evidence of that fact,
and the District Land Registrar shall, if necessary, on production of
any such certificate, arnend the certificate of title relating to that
land accordingly." ..

23. (1.) Section nine of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement
Amendrnent Act, 1921-22, is hereby amended as follows:-

(a.) By inserting, after the words "the balance shall be payable
by half'-yearly instalments," the words" consisting partly
of purchase-money and partly of interest, and":

(b.) By adding to subsection three the following proviso,-
"Provided that where the purchaser (not being in

arrears with any previous instalment 'or other payment
under the Inortgage) pays the instalment on or before its
due date, or not later than the fourteenth day thereafter,
he shall be entitled to a rebate of one-tenth of so much
thereof as consists of interest. Such rebate rnay be
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deducted and retained by the purchaser from the amount
of the instalment when making a payment."

(2.) The Governor-General may from time to time, by Order in
Council, rnake regulations prescribing tables for the payment of
instalments of purchase-money and interest under section nine of
the Discharged Soldiers Settlement Amendment Act, 1921-22, as
amended by this section.

24. Section sixteen of the Discharged Soldiers Settlernent
Amendrnent Act, 1921-22, is hereby amended by inserting, after
the proviso to subsection two, the following additional proviso :-

"Provided further that, on the sale by direction of any
morLgagee other than His Majesty of the land subject to any such
mortgage, all instalments of principal and interest of which the
due date of paYITlenthas been postponed as aforesaid shall forth-
with become due and payable, notwithstanding that the period
for which such payment was postponed has not expired."

25. Section twelve of the Discharged Soldiers Settlement
Amendment Act, 1921-2~, is hereby amended by adding the words
"and such Commissioner may sign, for and on behalf of His
Majesty the King, all transfers, deeds, -and other instruments
required for the transfer. or conveyance of any such land."

26. Where "thirds" or "fourths" are payable nnder the pro­
visions of section one hundred and forty-five of the Land Act, 1908,
in respect of any land acquired by His Majesty as mortgagee, as
referred to in section two of the I)ischarged Soldiers Settlement
Amendment Act, 1921-22, and thereafter disposed of by way of lease
or license or on deferred payrnents, the net price or value of the land,
within the meaning of the said section one hundred and forty-five,
shall not include any moneys added to the original capital value in
respect of outstanding arnonnts of advances made under the principal
Act in respect of that land.

27. Where any land to which the principal Act applies is Members of New
disposed of, pursuant to any lctwful authority, to any; person (not Zealand F?rces in
b . d' h dId' . h' th .. f h '. . 1 ) South AfrIcan WareIng a ISC arge so leI' WIt In e rneanlng 0 t e pnnClpa Act and certain other
who while dOITliciled in New Zealand has served b~yond New perso.ns entitled to
Z 1 d b f f H · M' 'F' . certam benefits.ea an as a rYlem er a any 0 . IS aJesty s orces In connectIon
with any war other than the war with Gerrnany, or who has served
in connection with the war with Gern1any as a member of any of
His Majesty's Irnperial Forces, the rate of interest payable in respect
of such land by that person in respect of unpaid purchase-money or
of principal shall be the same rate as if he were a discharged soldier
within the meaning of the principal Act.




