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1923, No. 41.

AN Au'!' to alnend the Law relating to Apprentices.
[29th August, 1923.

BE IT ENACrrED ,by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliarnent assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows :-

1. (1.) This Act rnay be cited as the Apprentices Act, 1923, and
shall, save as provided in the next succeeding subsection, come into force
on the first day of April, nineteen hundred and twenty-four.

(2.) Section eighteen hereof shall come into force on the first day
of November, nineteen hundred and twenty-three.

2. (1.) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,-
" Apprentice" means any person of either sex who has COIl­

tracted to serve an employer and to learn and be taught
any industry :

" Agreement" means an industrial agreement filed under section
twenty-six of the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration
Act, 1908, or an agreement filed under section eight of the
Labour Disputes Investigation Act, 191.3 :

'ntie

Short Title and
commencement.

Interpretation.



362 1923, No. 41.] Apprentices. [14 GEO. V.

Provision for
appointment of
Apprenticeship
Committees.

FER TO

" Award" means an award of the Court of Arbitration under
the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 1908 :

" Committee " means an Apprenticeship Committee:
;, Court" means the Court of Arbitration constituted under the

Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 1908 :
" District Registrar" means a District Registrar of Apprentices:
H Employer" includes. persons, firnls, companies, and corpora­

tions employing one or more workers:
" Industry" means any business, trade, manufacture, under­

taking, calling, or employment in which workers are employed,
and includes a branch thereof :

" Minister" nleans the Minister oj Labour::
" Registrar " means the Registrar of Apprentices.

(2.) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon it by this Act
the Court shall be deemed to act as a controlling authority rather than
in its ordinary judicial capacity, save that nothing herein shall be
construed to limit the powers of the Court in the exercise of its functions

. for the purposes of this Act. _
Application of Act. . 3. (1.) This Act shall apply only to iJt6se employers (and to their

apprentices) who are at the time of th~/corning into operation of this
Act bound by an award or agreement/lllaking provision for apprentices,
whether exempted from the oper~ti6n of such provision or not, or who

INSET APPE1VDEJPay hereafter become so boundhyany such award or agreement or by
any award or agreement substantially applying to the same industry
and locality, and to such other employers and apprentices as the Court
may by order direct;

(2.) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsection one hereof,
nothing in this Act shall apply-

(a.) To the apprenticeship of any female, save in such cases and
on such conditions as the Court may by order direct:

(b.) To any student of a university or other educational institution
who is exempted by order of the Court.

(3.) In so far as any provisions of this Act are in conflict with
any Act making specific provision for the training of workers in any
industry the provisions of this Act shall be deemed to have no
application.

(4.) This Act shall not apply to any contract of apprenticeship
that has been in force for a period exceeding two years at the tinw
when this Act would otherwise apply thereto. ."

(5.) The Court shall have power by order>t&omake such adjustments
or alterations as it may think fit of any)x)utract of apprenticeship to

i' 'r~'r;.,iJ~ch thi~ Act applies that has been ..~ntered into prior to t~e applica­
t .. J. ,,~u'tl'dil of thIS Act thereto, and may by order call upon the partIes thereto

to reduce the terms of any such contract to writing, and any alteration
or adjustment made by the Court pursuant to this subsection shall, as
from a date to be specified in the order, be deemed to be included in the
terms of the contract.

4. (1.) Where there exists in any industry or group of industries to
which this Act applies an organization of employers and an organization
of workers (whether registered under any Act or not) and such
organizations agree in writing to the appointrnent of an Apprenticeship
Comlnittee for a specified locality, they may register such agreement in
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the prescribed manner, and such Committee shall thereupon be deemed
to be an Apprenticeship Committee having the same powers as a
Committee appointed by the Court under the next succeeding sub­
section.

(2.) The Court may at any time, on its own motion or on the
appliDation of any person interested, appoint a Committee in any
industry or group of industries in any locality in which no Committee
has been agreed upon under the last preceding subsection.

(3.) Every Committee shall consist of an equal number of repre­
sentatives of employers and of workers, together with such other
persons'(if any) as the Court may direct or the parties may agree upon,
as the case may be. Tahe'1:.,;,:.'.... ', :l:HI fl1s.t.

(4.) The Court may at any time, on the application of any person
interested, or of its own motion, remove or replace any member of a
COlllmittee, or may discharge any Committee, or may extend or reduce
the limits of the locality in which a Committee shall exercise its
functions.

(5.) Save in special cases authorized by the Minister, no fees or
allowances shall be payable to members of a Committee.

5. (1.) As soon as practicable after the coming into operation of Court may make

this Act, and from time to time as may be necessary, the Court orders g~)Vefl:1ing

h II k
.h d d . . . apprentlOeshlps.

sa' ma e suc or er or or ers as It may thInk fit In respect
of each industry or branch thereof to which this Act applies pre'-

. scribing-
. (a.) The wages, hours, and other conditions of employment to be

incorporated in contracts of apprenticeship. in any specified
industry and locality: i

Provided that in no case ~hal1 the hours of em.ploy­
Inent of an apprentice be greater than'the rnaximulll
(if any) prescribed by statute or by award or agree­
ment for other workers in the industry and locality, nor
shall an apprentice be employed at any time when the
employment of other workers in the industry and locality
would' be a breach of any statute or of any award or
agreement:

(b.) The proportion of the t number of apprentices to the total
nUlnber of journe en that may be elnployed in any industry Refer t;) ! q27 bet
or group of' ustries in any locality: . • .f

(c.) The period 0 apprenticeship in any industry:
(d.) The minimum age at which a person lllay connnence to serve as

ali apprentice in any industry.
(2.) The Court may at any time cancel or amend any such order

in respect of any locality.
(3.) Before making any such order, amendment, or cancellation

the Court shall afford the employers and the workers in the industry,
and any other persons whom the Court may deem to be concerned,
an opportunity of being heard and of adducing evidence in respect
thereof:

Provided that where, in the opinion of the Court, a proposed
amendment of an order is of a routine or trivial nature it shall not be
necessary to hear formal evidence in respect thereof.
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(4.) Without in any way limiting the general powers conferred
upon it by 'the foregoing provisions of this section, the Court shall
also have power-

(a.) To require any employer to employ and to continue to employ
such number of apprentices as the Court may consider
necessary to ensure an adequate supply of journeymen in
the interests of the industry:

(b.) To cancel any contract of apprenticeship:
(c.) To prohibit, on such grounds and on such conditions as the

Court may think fit, any employer from elnploying or
continuing to employ an apprentice: .

(d.) To order the transfer of any apprentice from an employer to
any other employer who is willing and able to undertake
the obligations of the original employer:

(e.) rro require an employer to give to an apprentice further
facilities within the scope of his business to enable the
apprentice to acquire a proper knowledge of the industry:

(f.) To fix the period of probation to be served by an apprentice
in any industry :

(g.) To order the attendance of any apprentice "or apprentices at
a technical school or other place where suitable training
is available (whether during the ordinary hours of employment
or otherwise) in any case where the Court is of opinion that
sufficient facilities for the complete training of the appren­
tice are not provided by the employer and where the
Minister of Education has certified that suitable accom­
modation and training are available. at such school or
place:

(/t.) To order any apprentice or apprentices to submit to such
examination as the Court may prescribe:

(i:) To order that any increase in wages due to an apprentice
may be withheld by the employer for such period as the
Court may think fit :

(j.) To order that the period. during which any increase is withheld
under the last preceding paragraph shall not be deemed to
be included in the period of apprenticeship:

(Ie.) To enter at all reasonable times upon any premises where
an apprentice is employed, and to inquire into the training,
progress, and welfare of such apprentice, and to delegate
such powers to any person or persons appointed in writing
in that behalf:

Provided that if the powers referred to in this paragraph
are delegated by the Court to allffa~p;rpwi&~&tM tOfmW:ittee

may ~elegate such p.. ?.w.er.·s. A.. oo.ly---tQ...~e~~~~the-OommIttee representatlve oL~.h.~__empl~erS"·-an~d one member
rep!'~aentat~'~~tir~worIfeFs,j..wh(),..-shal1. act·together.:~

(l.) To determine the number or proportion of apprentices to
journeymen that may be employed by any employer:

Provided that if the weI' referred to in this paragraph
is delegated by the C rt to any Committee any order Inade
by the Committ s all be subject to any order of the Court
Inade under ragraph (b) of subsection one hereof.
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(5.) Where a Committee has been set up in connection with the
industry and locality concerned, the Court shall, in making .any order
under this section, take into account any recommendation that maybe
made by the Committee.

6. (1.) Where a Committee has been appointed the Court may Court may delegate

delegate to such Committee any or all of the powers conferred upon xowers t,o h'

it by paragraphs (b) to (l) of subsection four of the last preceding section c~~:r;;;;:~ Ip

in so far· as those powers relate to the industry and the locality in.
connection with which the Committee has been appointed, and may
at any time and from time to time withdraw any such power or powers
from the Committee.

(2.) Any person affected by the decision of such a Committee
in any matter may in the prescribed manner appeal to the Court,
whose decision shall be final and conclusive.

7. (1.) There shall be a Registrar of Apprentices, who shall be Registra;" of

the person for the time being holding the office of Secretary for J..Jabour, t~~r~ntt~es ~~d
and any Inspector of Factories may be appointed to be a District . IS rIC egIs rars,

Registrar of Apprentices.
(2. ) Every District Registrar -shall-~be,,~,&pp@iateQ... f011.n 3r·",-s;pe@i:fied, flte'fer 1 DSo ffu,'it':\(

district, and shall be subject to the direction and control of the
Registrar. .

8. (1.) Every contract of apprenticeship, or alteration thereof, Contractsof

to which this Act applies made after the coming into operation of this ~ppre?-~iceship to be

A h 11 b · . . . d b hId h . m wrItmg, and toct sa e In WrItIng, sIgne y t e emp oyer an t e apprentIce, be registered.

and, if the apprentice is under the age of twenty-one years, by the
parent or guardian (if any) of the apprenticef~~hallc"be~egtsteredc'o

by the employer in the prescribed manner, wi~hih fourt~aays of the
'i~hJaateJlthereof, with the District Registrar for the J.g"oaitty concerned :ttEFER TO iNSET APPENDED

Provided that if the employer fails to c~.~¥:y?(fut his obligation under
this subsection any' party to the c()J}tr,~may register the contract
within twenty-eight days of th.e,,,d-aife"thereo£.

(2.) No contract or alteration of a contract to- which this Act
applies shall have any validity unless and until it has been duly
registered{~\>,> A·on hereta

(3.) if the District Registrar is of opinion in any case that a
proposed contract of apprenticeship, or any alteration thereof, submitted
for registration' is in any respect contrary to the provisions of this'
Act, or the regulations thereunder, or of any order of the Court or
of a Committee, he may refuse to register such proposed contract or
alteration.

(4.) If the District Registrar is of opinion in any case that for any
other reason a proposed contract of apprenticeship, or alteration thereof,
should not be registered, he may withhold registration until he has
submitted such proposed contract, or alteration thereof, to the Comluittee
(if any) for the industry and locality concerned,or, if there is no
such Committee, to the Court, and shall register or refuse' to register
such proposed contract or alteration in accordance with the decision
of the Committee or the Court. as the case may be.

(5.) Any person affected by the refus~l of ··the pistrict Registrar
to register a proposed contract of apprenticeship, or any alteration ..'~.

thereof, may appeal in the prescribed manner to the Court, whose
decision shall be final and couclusive.
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(6.) In any case where an appeal has been lodged against a refusal
to register a"proposed contract of apprenticeship, or alteration thereof,
the District Registrar, if he thinks fit, ma,y, on application, grant a
permit in the prescribed form for the employment of the worker in
accordance with the proposed contract or alteration pending the decision
of the Court.

(7.) Every contract of apprenticeship to which this Act applies
that has been entered into prior to the application of this Act thereto
shall be registereq,;;b;}Lthe .employer ...inthe,.,,;prescrihed--c~ma,Jlner'N.witmn

INSET APPENDmvrteen days after"the application of this·Act thereto :
Provided that if any emplo.yer'lails to carry out his obligation

under this subsection anypar-tyto the contract may register the contract
within twenty-eightilcaysafter the application of this Act thereto; and
provided al~~}that failure to register any such contract shall not affect
its' validit:f'

(8.) The termination of a contract of apprenticeship prior to the
expiry of the period of probation or the termination thereof by
agreement of the parties or by discharge of the apprentice for good
cause, and every transfer of an apprentice, shall be notified to the District
Registrar by the employer in the prescribed form. 'l'aKelu adtlitiol.l 1930 Ins'.t.

9. (1.) It shall be the duty of t1?-e Registrar and the District
Registrar to ensure that the provisions of this Act and the regulations
thereunder, and of any order of the Court or of a Committee, and of
any contract of apprenticeship, ·are duly complied with.

(2.) Any breach of a contract of apprenticeship, or of an order
of the Court or of a Committee, shall be deemed to be a breach of
this. Act.

(3.) Proceedings for a breach of this Act shall be taken in the saIne
manner as proceedings for a breach of award, and all the provisions
of the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 1908, relating to
the enforcement of awards shall, with the necessary modifications, apply
accordingly. Take in adJ.lticl:l 193 0 IUS'<tt.

(4.) All proceedings for a breach of this Act may be taken by· a
District Registrar :

Provided that any party to a contract of apprenticeship may take
proceedings for a breach thereof.

(5.) Every employer who commits a breach of this Act shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds in respect of each breach,
and every other person who commits a breach of this Act shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding five pounds in respect of each breach:

Provided that if the breach is a continuing one every employer
shall be liable to a further penalty not exceeding five pounds, and every
other person to a further penalty not exceeding ten shillings, for each
day on which the breach is continued after the first day.

(6.) Every person who induces or procures any party to a contract
of apprenticeship to commit a breach of this Act, or who otherwise
incites, instigates, aids, or abets a breach of this Act, shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

(7.) For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this Act the
Registrar or the District Registrar may entel', inspect, and examine
at all reasonable hours by day or night any premises in or about
which he has reasonable cause to believe that an apprentice is employed,
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a~d may take with him a constable to assist him in the execution of
hIS duty.

10. .AJ:y two or more employers i~ any: ind~stry in the same locality Provision for joint
may enter Into a contract of apprentICeshIp wIth the same apprentice contrac~s of.
or a t · h t d di . apprentlOeshlp.ppren ICes on suc erms an con tlons as the Court or the
Co;nmittee, as .the case may be, may think fit,and such contract upon
being duly regIstered shall be binding upon such employers jointly and
severally.'

11. Subject to any order of the Court under paragraph (d) of Special contracts of

subsection one of section five hereof, all"~'a'l~~rA~I:""",~~1read)L app~enltioeship in
• '. .' . .c 1 1 ,..:I '. ",."',,, l~],,;t· '. '. ," tk, .' • , • :"'Specla cases.

=m""'p{}S'S'esSn~n=Of"'YlfllQWTet1ge"·'0''r''''S'KfftO;;;rfl'''trl"e'o1.~1;p'}7'Wlay, WIth the consent
of the Committee (if any) or of the Court, entel into a special contract
of apprenticeship for such period and upon such terms and conditions ',_ "
as the Committee or the Court, >as the case may be, shall consider .d~FER TO INSET

just and equitable. ~~u berell /{J["}
12. (1.) An apprentice whols a party to 'a contract of, apprentice- Apprentice to be

ship under this Act shall be bound thereby throughout its currency, bfound by ~onthr~ct
. h d' h h . h . d h f 0 apprentIces lp.notwlt stan Ing t at t e apprentIce may ave attalne, t e age 0

twenty-one years.
Amd~ (2.) A parent or guardian of an apprentice who is a party to a

contract of apprenticeship under this Act shall be bound thereby until
A.lp· the apprentice attains the age of twenty-one years, and no longer. '

'(3.) During the period of probation prescribed by any contract of Cancellation of

apprenticeship the contract may be cancelled at any time by the employer contract.

or by the apprentice where the apprentice has attained the age of twenty-
one years, or by the apprentice and his parent or guardian (if any) where
the apprentice is under the age of twenty-one years. ,

13. (1.) If an employer at any time before the completion of a ~elief o~ employers

contract of apprenticeship desires to be relieved from the contract by m certam cases.

reason of slackness of work or other sufficient cause, and the apprentice
and (where the apprentice is under the age of twenty-one years) his
parent or guardian (if .any) do not agree, to ,the. te;rmi;nation of ,the
contract or to the transfer of the apprentice to another employer, the
employer may apply in the prescribed form to the District Registrar
for a transfer of the apprentice to anotheremployer in the same industry
and locality willing, and able to carry out the obligations of the original
employer. .

(2.) The District Registrar shall thereupon inquire into the circum­
stances of such application, and may grant or refuse the transfer
accordingly :

Provided that where a Committee has been appointed under this
Act for the industry and locality the District Registrar shall refer the
application to such Committee, and shall grant or refuse the transfer
in accordance with the decision of the Committee.

(3.) Any party aggrieved by the decision of the District Registrar
may within fourteen days appeal in the prescribed manner to the Court,
whose decision shall be final and conclusive.

14. (1.) After the expiration of fourteen days from the granting Transfers of

ef a transfer by the District Registrar, or immediately after an order apprentices.

directing a transfer has been made by the Court, the name of the new
employer shall be deemed to be substituted in the contract of appren:-
ticeship for that of the former employer? &ud the contract shall continue
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in all respects as if the new employer had been an -original party to
the contract~

(2.) The original employer shall thereupon be relieved from all
obligation under the contract.,

Apprentice may be 15. It shall not be obligatory on an~JXl:ployer who desires
di~chardgedtfor. to be relieved of his obligations under a "pe>fitract of apprenticeship
mIscon uc or grave fi d . bl 1- -d -''''''k'' h 'd bl" .
incapacity. to n a sUlta e emp oyer to un,.J~rta -e t e sal 0 Igatlons If

the apprentice has so misconduc~~·"~himself or has proved to be so
'incapable or inefficient as to,JHake it reasonable for the employer to
d· h h""""Iscarge 1m: ..-/wi".,.J

Provided ~hatan /apprentice so discharged may appeal in the
prescri~ed manner -- 0 - the Court, whose decision shall be final and
conclusIve. 1'ake tll a4ilitivn 1 £\3 0 InSlit,

Employer to give 16. Whenever for any reason,\ an apprentice ceases to be employed
to disch.arged 'fi by an employer it shall be the tluty of the employer to supplv the
apprentICe certl cate' . , h t .. h 'b d f ' f oJ} h
of service apprentICe WIt a sta ement In t e prescfl e orm settlngort 1 t e

service of the apprentice. 'take In ac1JJtion 193() tns'!lt,

Provision as to 17. (1.) No provision relating to apprentices shall be made in
apprenticeships not, any award or agreement made after the coming into operation of this
to be made hereafter Ad' , , 1 " h
in awards or ct, an any prOVIsIon purportIng to re ate to apprentIces In any SUC_

industrial award or agreement shall be void and of no effect.
agreements. (2.) On the taking effect of an order of the Court made under sub-

section one of section five hereof any provision relating to apprentices
in an award or agreement in force at the time of the coming into
operation of this Act shall, so far as it relates to the industry and
locality or to the parties concerned, be deemed to be void and of no
effect:

Provided that nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to invali­
date any contract of apprenticeship made prior to the date of such
order. '

18. (1.) The head teacher of any school shall, on being requested
so to do by the Registrar or the District Registrar, forward, as soon as
practicable after any child leaves school with the intention of entering
into employment, a report to the parent or guardian of the child as to-­

(a.) The standard of education of the child at the time of leaving
school: '

(b.) A st~tement of his attainments and of any 'subject or subjects
in which he has shown aptitude:

(c.) Any other matters that may be deemed relevant to the future
employment and training of the child.

r (2.) To enable the .head teacher to prepare such a report it shall
be his duty to carefully watch the progress of each child in the upper
classes of his school, and to take notice of his character, aptitude,and
attainments.

(3.) A copy of every such report shall be forwarded at the same
time to the District Registrar, who shall, on the application of the
child or of the parent or guardian, give such advice and assistance as
may be in his power to enable the child or the parent or guardian to
decide on the most suitable employment,

(4.) The District Registrar shall keep a register of young persons
desiring to enter into apprenticeships and of vacancies for apprentices,
and the information contained therein shall be available free of charge
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to employers and to the young persons concerned and to their parents
or guardians. c

19. The Court, or the Registrar, or the District Registrar, may call Court or Registrar
upon any employer or other person to furnish such information in his may require reports

possession as may be required for the proper administration of this
Act, and any employer or 'other person failing to comply with such
a request shall be deemed to have, committed a breach of this Act.

20. The Registrar shall from time to time advise the Director of Registrar to furnish
Education of the number of persons employed or required in the r~ports to,Direotor
. d' h' h h' A I' h' h h' f . of EducatIOn,In ustnes to w IC t IS ct app Ies, toget er WIt suc In ormatIon
as may be available as to the probable prospects and requirements for
the future. .

21. (1.) If a ITlajority of the employers in any industry and locality Court may require

to which this Act applies desire to establish an institution in which establishment of

b . d' h . d h C 'f institution foryoung persons may e traIne In t at In ustry, t e ourt may, 1 training of

those employers employ a majority of the workers in the industry apprentices,

and locality, on such conditions. as it may think fit having regard
to the prospects of employment in that industry, order that all the
enlployers in the industry and locality to whom this Act applies shall
contribute to the cost thereof in such proportion as the Court may
determine, and the Court may by order specify the method of ascer-
taining the cost of such institution and the procedure to be adopted
for the collection of such cost.

(2.) Any sum ordered by the Court to be payable by an employer
in respect of such an institution shall, as from, a date to be specified,
be deemed to be a debt owing by the employer to such person as may
be specified in the order.

(3.) The Court ITlay fronl time to time, on the application of any
enlployer, and on such conditions as it may think fit, exempt such
employer from contributing to such an institution.

(4.) Such institution may, if so desired by the applicants and
approved by the Minister of Education, be a registered school or portion
of a registered school within the meaning of the Education Act, 1914.

22. (1.) The Governor-General may, by Order in Council, make Regulations.

such regulations as may be necessary for the effectual carrying-out of
this Act.

(2.) Any breach of such regulations shall be deemed to be a breach
of this Act.

24




